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.the physician ecclesiastics of the Middle Ages, the
establishment of the London College of Physicians
in 1518 by King Henry VIII. at the instance of six
physicians, of whom the prime mover was Linacre,
and the foundation of the Royal Society. He
.refers to Francis, Caius, Sir Hans Sloane, William
Gilbert, Sir William Petty, Thomas Lodge, Cowley,
Garth, Arbuthnot, and others to illustrate the share
taken by members of the medical profession respec-
tively in the revival of Greek learning, in additions
. to science-not merely medical science, but science
,in general-in establishing hospitals, in building
up medical education, and in contributing to

English literature. Such studies are not only very
interesting, but are of real value in making us
comprehend the stability of our foundations as an
.art and a science. 

____

CHRISTMAS AND BURNING ACCIDENTS.

As Christmas approaches we would remind
parents and organisers of seasonable entertain-
ments of the terrible accidents which have arisen
in the past owing chiefly to the inflammable
nature of cotton-wool. Children and others dressed

up in muslins and light materials and decorations of
cotton-wool to imitate snow, should not be allowed
in any room where there are unguarded fires or un-
protected lights of any kind. Youths of the present
day light cigarettes at the smallest opportunity and
on occasions which 20 years ago would certainly
not have been made use of for smoking, and
.those indulging in this silly habit should be

sternly checked in any room or place where
costumes are being worn of the nature indicated.
The safest plan is, of course, foi parents to insist
that their children shall not take part in entertain-
ments at which the usual inflammable materials are
present. This may be a counsel of perfection, but, at
any rate, reasonable precautions can be taken, and
means of extinguishing fire, should it break out, can
be provided. 

____

THE URINARY REACTION OF WEISZ.

THIS reaction was originally brought into notice
in 1910 as preferable in regard to simplicity to the
diazo-reaction of Ehrlich. It has the further

advantages that it is never observed in normal

urines, and is not simulated by various drugs such
as creasote, laudanum, and naphthalene, as may be
the case with the diazo-reaction. Neither is it
nullified by substances artificially added to the
urine. The technique consists in diluting the
urine with twice its bulk of distilled water; three
drops of a 1 per 1000 aqueous solution of perman-
ganate of potash are added and the mixture shaken.
If the reaction is negative the liquid does not
change colour, or only becomes slightly brownish ;
if positive it assumes a greenish yellow or

,golden colour. According to Weisz the reaction
indicates that the patient is the subject of
tuberculosis in an advanced stage, so that
it has a double significance, diagnosing that
the disease is tubercle and prognosing that the
state of the patient is grave. Dr. E. Salustri has

recently published in the Polictinico the results
of his investigations on this subject made in
Professor Ferrannini’s clinic at the University
of Camerino. He found that when in a

patient who was seriously ill but the exact
mature of whose disease was doubtful the urine
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showed the Weisz permanganate reaction in a

pronounced manner, this fact points to the definite
conclusion that the disease is dependent on Koch’s
bacillus and is in a very advanced stage. On
the contrary, the absence -or feeble degree of
the reaction excludes tubercle as a cause

without impugning the marked gravity of the
disease. When the affection from which the

patient is suffering is of medium or slight
gravity the presence of this reaction does not
afford precise evidence that it is due to tubercle,
but is useful as a confirmation that the disease,
whatever its nature may be, is of little gravity. In
other words, the significance of the reaction in
respect to the diagnosis and prognosis of tubercle
is much more important and marked in patients in
whom the reaction is either invariably absent, or,
on the other hand, is constantly present in a
marked degree. 

____

THE LAST ILLNESS OF MICHAEL BARCLAY

DE TOLLY.

THE recent celebrations of the centennial of

Napoleon’s collapse after the Russian campaign
have again brought into prominence the lead-

ing personalities of that period. Eminent among
these was Prince Michael Barclay de Tolly,
whose Fabian policy was largely responsible for

Napoleon’s inability to crush the Russian army.
In the Petersburger Medizinische Zeitschrift of
Nov. 15th Dr. Arved Bertels has discussed the
nature of Barclay de Tolly’s last illness, his sources
of information being the reminiscences of an eye-
witness and an account of the necropsy found in
the Government Library in Riga. The reminiscences
published in 1887 were by Barclay de Tolly’s adopted
daughter, who was 14 years old when she accom-
panied him on his last journey in 1818. At this
date he had been granted two years’ furlough
to travel abroad for his health. During his
journey he had frequently to stop his carriage on
account of severe pain in the chest. Supported by
his physician, he would walk a few steps, and when
the pain had passed he would continue his journey.
After travelling through Riga, Memel, and Tilsit he
had almost reached Insterburg when his physician
declared him incapable of advancing farther. He
was lodged at a small hunting-lodge, where he died
on the same night. Physicians were summoned
from K&ouml;nigsberg and Berlin to embalm the
body. Barclay de Tolly died on May 16th. In a
document dated May 29th, 1818, Dr. Fahrenhorst,
who signs himself "Konigl. Preuss. Kreiss-Physikus,"
gives an account of the necropsy. The liver was so
friable that it broke on pressure. The much enlarged
gall-bladder contained a slimy fluid instead of bile,
and 25 gall-stones of various sizes. The largest stone
was impacted in the common bile-duct so as almost
to prevent the passage of a bristle. The spleen was
much enlarged and fell to pieces on palpation. A
small collection of pus was found in the right
kidney. The chest contained two " stof," or about
2400 c.c. of water. The left side of the heart was
small and contained many polypi. The right side
of the heart was much enlarged, and the aortic
valve much ossified. The report of the necropsy
concludes with the remark that no medical skill
could have saved the patient. Probably the state of
the liver and spleen was largely due to post-
mortem changes, as the necropsy must have been
performed a considerable time after death. Dr.
Bertels thinks that the " polypi " in the left heart


